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APRIL TOUR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming April 19, 2007, SAE Mid South Section will tour the Siemens VDO Manufacturing 
facility in Huntsville, Alabama.  Due to facility location, SAE Mid South Section has invited the 
new SAE Alabama Section on this tour.  However, Siemens has limited the number of 
par ticipants for  this tour  to thir ty (30).  We will register  them on a first come first serve 
basis so sign up ear ly if you are interested.  NO Siemens direct competitors (to be 
dispositioned by Siemens after  final list submission) allowed on tour .        
  
Siemens SHOP FLOOR REQUIREMENTS:  no cell phones with cameras, no cameras, only 
closed-toe shoes allowed (high-heals with closed-toes are OK), no food or drink in the factory.  
 
Siemens VDO Huntsville facility produces instrument clusters, engine and power train 
controllers, car body electronics, and vehicle audio products.  Siemens VDO Huntsville 
Electronics operations began business in 1952 when Chrysler arrived to provide support and 
engineering services to Dr. Von Braun's Mercury rocket team.  The original 65,000-square-foot 
Wynn Drive plant    (Plant II), built in 1965 to support the Saturn/Apollo space projects, was 
expanded to 100,000 square feet in 1972 for car radio manufacturing, with approximately 70 
people making the first inroads to automotive electronics with the electronically tuned radio.  In 
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1974, another 120,000-square-foot expansion allowed the manufacture of electronic ignition 
control units for all Chrysler Motors passenger cars.  In July 1977, the Huntsville Division 
completed an additional 200,000-square-foot manufacturing plant across the road from the 
original Wynn Drive facility due to the expanding electronics market and content in vehicles, 
such as the "lean burn" engine controllers and radios.  In 1988, Acustar Inc., Chrysler's wholly 
owned parts subsidiary, formally opened its $170 million (804,000 square feet) Huntsville 
Electronics Complex with a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Huntsville plant hosted by Lee A. 
Iacocca.  In 1988, the Huntsville Electronics Division of Acustar produced thousands of 
electronic components and systems daily (approximately 2 million electronically tuned radios 
annually).  Huntsville was cited by JD Power in 1999 and 2000 for the #1 radio award. 
 

  

 

 

Directions 

1. I-65 toward Huntsville, Alabama to I-565 East. 
2. Go 8.9 miles and turn left on James Record Road. 
3. Go 0.80 miles and turn right onto Wall Triana Highway. 
4. Go 0.90 miles and you are there. 
5. …………….or run Mapquest for yourself at the above address.   

  Spr ing Golf Tournament 
 

Golfers and professional hackers (like me) take note!!!!  SAE Mid South Section is hosting a 
golf scramble.    
DATE:  Saturday.  Apr il 21, 2007 
LOCATION:  Pine Creek Golf Course.  Mount Juliet, TN 
Go here for golf course information.  
 http://www.pinecreekgolf.net/   
   
Go here for full scramble information: 
 http://www.midsouthsae.org/Golf/SAE_Golf2007.pdf  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Date:  Thursday, Apr il 19, 2007 
Time:  3:00 PM Central Time 
Place:  Siemens VDO Automotive 
Address:  100 Electronics Blvd 
                 Huntsville, AL  35824 

Contact:  Chris Giles   
chrisgiles01@bellsouth.net  
Pr icing: No Cost for  this Tour  
RSVP Deadline:  4-11-07   
FCFS LIMITED TO THIRTY 
PARTICIPANTS.   
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Planned golf game pr izes 
 

1st, 2nd, 3rd in 3 flights (number of flights may be less based on par ticipation)  1st place $200 
 2nd place $140 
 3rd place $80 
 
Closest to the pin - $25 on 4 holes 
 
Longest dr ive - $25 on 2 holes 
 

Door  pr izes 
 

Golf Club Travel Bag

-Foam padding protects club heads

-Increased bag height for extra long clubs

-Chunky #10 zippers with electrostatic
black metal hardware

-Durable ball-bearing in-line skate wheels

-Heavy-duty rubber handles with Page &                  
Tuttle® Logo

-Shoe pocket & multiple zippered pockets

-Identification window holds business cards/

-2" web compression straps

-600-denier polyester fabric

-Includes luggage tag
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On-The-Go Wheeled Cooler

-Bottom panel made of ripstop
polyester/nylon

-Sport piping with grey oxford accent

-Insulated compartment holds 24 12-oz
Cans

-Three additional storage pockets with
zipper closures

-In-line skate wheels

-Heavy duty telescoping pull handle

-Hideaway back pack straps

-#10 zippers with electrostatic black
metal hardware

-Easy-grip Page & Tuttle top handle

-600-denier polyester canvas

-Zippered interior lining facilitates easy
cleaning

 
 

JN Precision Milled Putters

Includes headcover

 

Nicklaus Dual Slot Wedge

56-degree

Steel Shaft
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Nicklaus Dual Point Hybrid

27-degree

Rifle Graphite Shaft

Includes headcover

 
 

Dual Point 460 Driver

Fujikura 3.01 Graphite Shaft

10.5-degree 

Includes headcover

 

 
The golf scratch card game is just what the name says – a golf game played on a scratch card. 
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The cost is $30 and it comes with  
- 2 Mulligans for the tournament 
- entry in the scratch card game (see prizes on following sheet) 
- your name a 2nd time in the door prize raffle 
- a 2 ball sleeve from Callaway 
- the “Get Up & Go” certificate from Wyndham Hotels & Resorts (a 3 Day &  2 Night 

stay in a Wyndham Resor t).  You read that r ight….. a 3 Day &  2 Night stay in a 
Wyndham Resor t !!!!!  26 Destinations are available, there are no black out dates, there 
are no sales pitches for time shares.  This is strictly a negotiated deal to help Wyndham 
increase their occupancy while giving the golf tournament an excellent tool for fund 
raising. 

 
 

1st place in the scratch card game 
 

·  A 5 Day & 4 Night Getaway (See flyer at the end of the Golf Tournament Section of 
this Newsletter).   

·  White Hot Putter (as shown below).   
 

WHITE HOT XG #1
Heel-toe weighted blade with a 'crank-neck' hosel and full-shaft 
offset. Left-handed model availa  

 
2nd &  3rd place in the scratch card game 

 
·  A 5 Day & 4 Night Getaway (See flyer at the end of the Golf Tournament Section of 

this Newsletter).   
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2007- 2008 Officer  Nominations 
 

It’s that time of year again.  SAE Mid South Section has nominated the following officers for 
potential service in the 20007 – 2008 year.   
Chair  -  Doug Fleenor 
Treasurer  -  Ron Childers 
Vice Chair  -  Kevin Line 
Secretary  -  Dan Parker or Carlton Kinslow 
Vice Chair of Student Activities  -  Chris Lehman or Kevin Line 
AWIM Coordinator:  open at this time 
Web Site Administrator  -  Carlton Kinslow 
Publicity Chair  -  Open at this time 
 
The final election will take place in the May Board Meeting and service will begin on June 1, 
2007.  For more information about the suggested duties of an SAE Section Officer, go to 
http://www.sae.org/globalsections/sections/documents/jobdescrip.pdf .  If you are interested in 
attending the May Board meeting or being involved with the SAE Board or serving as an officer, 
contact me at kinslow@qualityind.com.    
 

Young Member  Event 
 

If you are in the segment of SAE Mid South Section membership that is under 37 years of age, 
you are considered a young member in this organization.  We are planning an exclusive event for 
these members toward the end of this year.  Send questions and inquiries about this event to 
Doug@midsouthsae.org.  We are currently looking into the possibility of attending an SCCA 
Autocross event where our members will be allowed to test their driving skills in their own 
personal vehicle against the clock and a challenging course.  We will publish the full details of 
this event when / if they materialize.  For more information about the Tennessee Region of 
SCCA and / or Autocross racing go here  http://www.trscca.com/trscca/index.html .    
 

2008 East Baja Event 
Date:  May 1 – 3, 2008 

 
Doug Fleenor, Carlton Kinslow and Daniel Parker and attended the second committee planning 
meeting for this event on March 13, 2007.  The track design is well underway, hotel blocks are 
being reserved, and other preliminary race planning events are underway.  Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend.  We will need many volunteers from the section to help work this 
event.  Anyone interested in volunteering, please contact me at kinslow@qualityind.com .     
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Chairman’s Comments 
 
 I was not able to attend the Air National Guard Tour but I have been told by several 

attending members that it went very well.  Thanks to Mr. Kevin Line for organizing it and the 
Tennessee Air National Guard for allowing us to visit their facility.  We look forward to seeing 
several of you at the Siemens VDO Tour, the Spring Golf Tournament and other remaining 
events for this year.          
  


